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they are described in the Apologeticum, did not include a technical charge of 
maiestas. He maintains, against many scholars, that TertuUian is a pre- 
cursor, not an imitator, of Minucius Felix. The present reviewer, though 
he cannot claim to have examined all the coincidences between the two 
writers with sufficient care, believes that this old quarrel is not yet laid. 
"Einheitlichkeit der Aufifassung, Konsequenz der Durchfuhrung, zusam- 
menhang der Gedankenentwicklung" (p. 291) are Heinze's tests of priority; 
but TertuUian might have introduced these desirable qualities into material 
furnished him by Minucius as he admittedly did into material furnished him 
by the Greeks. It seems also to the reviewer that Heinze's endeavor to 
prove TertuUian the earlier writer leads him to underestimate Minucius, who 
is something more than "ein unselbstandiger und gedankenarmer, aber 
literarisch gewandter Kompilator" (p. 488). However the problem is 
decided, if it can be decided, Heinze has brought forward new considerations 
which deserve careful pondering. He describes the present work as a pre- 
liminary study for an edition of the Apologeticum; let us hope that he is to 
undertake this edition himself. 

E. K. Rand 
Harvabd University 

Die Zahl Ifl im Glauben, Branch und Schrifttum der Semiten. Ein 
Beitrag zur vergleichenden Religionsmssenschaft, Volkshunde und 
Zahlenmystik. Von W. H. Roscheb. (Abh. der philol.-histor. 
Kl. der konigl. sachs. Ges. der Wiss., Bd. XXVII, No. IV.) 
Leipzig: Teubner, 1909. Pp. 48. M. 2. 

Die Tessarakontaden und Tessarakontadenlehren der Griechen und 
anderer Volker. Ein Beitrag zur vergleichenden Religionswissen- 
schaft, Volkskunde und Zahlenmystik sowie zur Geschichte der 
Medizin. Von W. H. Roscher. (Berichte iiber die Verhandl. 
der konigl. sachs. Ges. der Wiss., philol.-histor. KL, Bd. 61, 
Heft 2.) Leipzig: Teubner, 1909. Pp. 17-206. M. 6. 

These two studies not only supplement one another, but were conceived 
as a single whole; the second even contains a considerable supplement 
(pp. 173-83) to the first, and the analjdiical table of contents (pp. 188-97) 
and the alphabetical index (pp. 198-206) relate to both treatises. The 
difference in format, therefore, due to the exigencies of publication, must 
strike the student as an annoying impertinence. 

The encyclopedic learning of the author, displayed to good pxirpose in 
his former writings, is so well known to scholars as to call for no special 
remark in this instance. The method of treatment is substantially identical 
with that of the author's studies deaUng with the numbers seven and nine. 
In the first treatise he considers the beliefs of the Babylonians, Mandaeans, 
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Israelites, and Arabs and other Mohammedan peoples; in the second, the 
Greeks claim the lion's share of his attention, but all sorts of peoples, related 
or unrelated to the Greeks, likewise are passed in review. To the classical 
student the heads under which the materials relative to Greece are grouped 
will doubtless prove to be of the greatest interest. They are as follows: I, 
"Cult and Myth"; II, "Homer and Hesiod"; III, "Agriculture, Weather, 
etc."; IV, "Legislation, PoUtics, and the Pythagoreans"; V, "Hippoc- 
rates"; VI, "Later Medicine"; VII, "Plato, Aristotle, Theophrastus, etc." 
Throughout the author distinguishes between periods of forty days and those 
of forty years, and then groups together the somewhat miscellaneous mass 
of other uses of the number. He arrives at the conclusion that the sacred 
or mystical character of the number forty was derived from the primitive 
observations touching various forty-day periods, such as that of the continu- 
ance of the menstrual discharge after the inception of pregnancy and that 
of the lochial discharge after parturition. Other periods of like duration 
were noted relative to wind and weather. From this sphere the conception 
spread so as to cover various terms of forty years, such as the almost 
ubiquitous forty-year generation with its aK/x-q at the fortieth year. 

Dr. Roscher properly emphasizes the comparative aspects of his investi- 
gations; for, though — doubtless in a large measm-e because of lack of knowl- 
edge on our part — the paralleUsm between all the peoples compared is by 
no means complete, nothing is more calculated to impress the student 
than the actual extent of agreement disclosed between peoples of the most 
different ethnological affiliations. Every such study properly conducted, 
as are those of Dr. Roscher, contributes substantially to the stock of primi- 
tive ideas, the constitutive and regulative significance of which for the 
development of human conceptions and institutions we are just beginning 
adequately to reaUze, and so to the science of folk-psychology and the begin- 
nings of science. The author has once more given striking proof of the 
inexhaustible riches of that storehouse of primitive notions, the writings of 
Hippocrates; and incidentally he offers valuable suggestions, looking to the 
improvement of the text of not a few passages, based upon a thorough 
knowledge of the subjects imder discussion. One can but hope that the 
erudite and indefatigable investigator may continue to shed light upon 
questions of this kind. 

W. A. Heidel 

Wesleyan Univeesitt 

The Common People of Ancient Rome. Studies of Roman Life and 

Literature. By Frank Fbost Abbott. New York: Scribner, 

1911. Pp. xii-l-290. 

In everything written by Professor Abbott we have learned long since 

to look for soundness of scholarship as well as clarity of presentation; and 

both of these expected quahties are exhibited in his latest volmne. The 



